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river, which flows with a slow, silent, irre-
sistible current." He turns the tables on
a writer who points out American "barba-
risms by showing a number of English bar-
barisms which bad been creeping into use,
and declares that in the use of language
one nation as well as the other will commit
these errors, but he returns again and again
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to his position that Americans in their use
of language are not to wait passively upon
English authority.

"I venerate,"  he  says, "the  men   and
their writings ; I venerate   the . literature,
the laws, the institutions, and the charities
of the land of  my fathers.    But I depre-
cate the effects of a blind acquiescence in
the opinions  of men, and the   passive re-
ception of   everything that   comes from a
foreign press.    My mind revolts at the rev-
erence for foreign authors,,which stifles in-
quiry, restrains investigation, benumbs the
vigor of the intellectual faculties, subdues
and  debases   the  mind.     I   regret to see
the young Hercules of genius in America
chained to his cradle. ...   I left college with
the  same   veneration  for English writers,
and the same confidence in their opinions,